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NESEAReHIIEJECnON 

ASH€V!aE.  N  .C  .  (BP)  -  Th* 
U.S.  National  RkIe  Sarvica 
haa  talantad  and  agaad 
to  lot  a  ChriaNan  gaalagiB 
colact  rotA  awntiiat  from 
tlM  Orand  Canyon.  AnctaM 
SnalKig.  vrfto  haa  a  Ph.O  m 
gaology  from  tha  UnNet^ 
of  Sydney  in  Aaatraka.  triad 
for  four  yaara  ID  gaipemtia- 
sion  to  cotoct  tha  aaimpias. 
Tha  agattcy  onl/ agraad 
after  leeryara  with  ADianco 
Dafaetdina  Fraadom  fiiad  a 
fader  at  lawtuit  Park  Sarvica 
offlciats  initially  daniad  Snal- 
Sng'a  raquaat  altar  aaking 
for  a  raviaw  from  sayarat 
Kjiantgts;  who  raiactad  his 
baliaf  in  young  earth  era- 
atnoiam  and  aaid  he  lacked 
proper  tdanltfic  cradantWs. 


When  sexMol  freedom  ond  refigious 

vTBOCIORm  vOfW^T^  ^M^HCel  i^WOOevl 

do  you  (ad  b  BKnJmpfidgnf? 


ASHEVILLE,  N.C.  (BP  and 
local  reports)  —  T)ie  U.S. 
Court  of  App«ds  for  the 
Fourth  Ciitnm  in  Richmond, 
Va.,  ruled  June  28  in  favor 
of  a  North  Carolina  religious 
Uberty  law  strikingly  similar 
to  a  Mississippi  law  currently 
in  effect,  ifa  mat  both  laws  al¬ 
low  public  officials  to  recuse 
themselves  from  performing 
marriage  ceremonies  for  or 
issuing  marriage  licenses  to 
same  sex  coudIm. 

Under  the  Missiasippi  law, 
which  is  commonly  known  as 
HB  1523,  public  officials  as 
wdl  as  any  other  state  citi¬ 
zen  can  ob)ect  on  reh^ou.<i 

grouiidB  to  beaamtaa  In¬ 
volved  with  USBT  (Uabten, 
Omy.  Bisexual.  Tran^ender) 
Hfestyles  in  pubhe.  buaiiiess, 
and  private  matters. 

like  the  law  m  Missistippi, 
North  C^aroUna  public  oCBaals 

who  turn  away  LgBT  matters 


NASHVHXE  (BP  and  local 
raportal  —  Proi.i  cohabita¬ 
tion  and  same  sex  'uerriage  to 
birth  control  and  bathrooms, 
Americans  can't  seem  to  agree 
about  vdiat  is  right  and  wrong 


UfeWay  Research  in  NasfaviOe 
about  an  extended  study  recent¬ 
ly  rdcaaed  by  the  oiipimatiofi. 

That  statement  ta  especial¬ 
ly  true  in  Miesissippt  where, 
among  other  hot  bimon  iesues. 


iA.ABOirTtOM«» 


WILLIAM  PERKTNS 


Keep  the  Faith 


Ta  drunatic  turn.  I  married  a  man  < 
wbo  loved  the  Lord  and  who  had 
committed  hU  life  to  aerving  Him  in 
ftilltime  ministry.  Just  days  after  we 
married,  we  moved  into  an  apartment 
within  waiking  distance  of  the  South¬ 
western  Seminwy  in  Ft.  Worth. 

Low-paying  jobs  and  full  time 
schooling  meant  that  our  time  there 
was  difficult  but  sweet,  aiul  it  was  in 
diose  ei^  years  that  God  laid  the 
foundation  tot  our  future.  I  brifeve 
the  things  God  taught  us  in  thoae  early 
years  are  a  big  part  of  who  we  are  today. 

I  would  like  to  oflicr  these  thoughts; 


Tty-five  years  tap,  my  life  took 
dramatic  turn.  I  married  a  man 


1  like  to  offer  these  thoughts; 


■  Hard  work  and  aacrlfice  are 
highly  underrated.  The  satisfection 
that  comes  from  a  hard  day's  work  far 
outweighs  empty  accolades  based  on 
who  you  are,  your  position  at  work,  or 
whom  you  might  happen  to  know.  The 
prindM  of  sacrifice  ts  a  biblical  man- 
Mte  (Romans  12:1). 


I  hiblica]  man- 
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Guest  opinion 

with  Vickie  Munton 


to  be  content  in  any  circumstance  and 
trust  that  God  is  working  out  His  plan 
for  us,  even  vriien  it’s  hard  or  we  (fon’t 


for  us,  even  vriien  it’s  hard  or  we 
understand. 


Every  day  U  a  gift,  and  because  our 
reator  God  has  given  you  the  gift  of 


■  Going  without  isn’t  the  worst 
thing  that  could  happen  to  you. 
Some  of  our  poorest  years  were  the  ones 
that  hold  tbe  moat  endeariiu  memo¬ 
ries.  It  is  amaring  how  much  you  can 
do  without,  amidchalleiiging  times. 

We  never  went  without  a  mw,  though 
sometimes  lunch  for  my  penny-pincfa- 
iiu  bu^and  consisted  of  pecans  collect- 
edtrom  the  grounds  of  the  seminary.  It 
was  Uke  manna  feom  heaven. 


■  Faith  mattera.  I  know,  you 
espected  this  to  be  in  here,  and  you 
ate  probably  woodeting  why  it  wasn't 
Na  I  on  die  list.  It’s  bmuse  I  know 
that  souM  folka  wouldn’t  read  the  list  if 
they  thought  this  was  all  it  was  about 
(because  it  is).  So,  I  saved  the  best  for 
last.  Tbe  very  reason  we  can  look  back 
with  fondness  on  those  years  that  were, 
by  the  world’s  standards,  difikult  is 
because  we  began  our  journey  in  fshb; 
faith  in  our  God  whose  promises  gave 
ua  a  fout>dation  on  whi^  to  build,  if 
our  marriage,  our  ministiy,  or  our  fam¬ 
ily  had  been  built  on  anythum  leas,  the 
resuh  would  have  been  far  dinerent.  It’s 
because  of  our  faitfa  that  we  can  learn 


Creator  God  has  given  you  the  gift  of 
this  day,  don’t  waste  it.  Don’t  waste 
the  Struve,  tbe  pain,  or  the  problem 
Learn  feom  it.  liook  for  the  good  in 
h.  Use  it  to  minister  to  others.  Let  it 
mold  you  into  tbe  person  God  wants 
you  to  be.  , 

Take  to  heart  the  apostle  Paul’s 
counsel;  ’Rqoice  in  the  Lord  always. 

1  wfl]  say  it  again;  Rejoice!  Let  your 
graciousness  De  known  to  ever^ne. 
The  Lord  is  near.  Don't  wony  about 
anything,  but  in  evetyrthir^  through 
prayer  arid  petition  with  thanksgiv¬ 
ing,  present  your  requests  to  God.  And 
the  peace  of  God,  which  surpasses  ail 
understandinfc  irill  guard  your  hearts 
and  minds  in  Christ  Jesus. 

"Finally  brothers  and  sisters,  what¬ 
ever  is  true,  whatever  Is  honorable, 
whatever  is  iuit,  whatever  is  pure, 
whatever  is  lovely,  whatever  u  com¬ 
mendable  —  if  there  is  any  moral 
ezcallence  and  if  there  is  anything 

Kiiseworthy  —  dweU  on  these  tmnga. 

vrhat  you  have  learned  aiid  received 
and  heard  from  me,  and  seen  in  me, 
and  the  God  of  peace  will  be  with  you’ 
(PfaUippians  4;4-9). 


Munton  serves  alongside  her  hus¬ 
band,  the  posfor  of  First  Church  in 
O'Fallon,  u.  She  is  online  at  watering- 
canblog.com.  Her  commentary  ap¬ 
pears  courtesy  cf  Baptist  Press.  Editec 
for  style,  clanty,  ana  length. 
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N.C.  past  president  mulling  third  Congress  campaign 

.-mil  that  sense  of  call  would  not  Ro 


CHARLOTTE,  N.C.  (BP)  -  A  past  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention 
of  North  Carolina  is  drawing  media 
attention  for  his  decision  to  resign  the 
pastorate  as  he  considers  a  third  run 
tor  the  U.S.  Congress. 

The  Charlotte  Observer  newspa^r, 
local  television  stations,  and  Char¬ 
lotte’s  largest  talk  radio  station  arc 
among  the  media  outlets  to  report  on 
Mark  Harris’  June  n  resignation  from 
a  i2-ycar  pastorate  at  First  Church  in 
Charlotte,  which  averages  700-800  in 
Sundav  morning  worship. 

Harris  told  Baptist  Pres-s  his  dwi- 
sion  stemmed  from  a  sense  of  calling 
to  politics  and  his  awareness  of  "a  dis¬ 
tinct  need"  for  pastors  ”001  just  to  take 
a  position  on  the  sideline"  of  American 
public  life,  "hut  to  get  engaged.” 

In  addition,  he  said  he  believes  First 
Church,  Charlotte,  “needs  a  senior  pas¬ 
tor  that  does  not  have  the  distraction 
of  a  campaign." 

Harris,  a  member  of  the  2016 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  Resolu¬ 
tions  Committee,  has  not  formally  an¬ 
nounced  his  candidacy  but  is  "looking 
tow^  that  decision,"  he  said.  First 
Church  is  consideri^  how  to  manage 
the  pastoral  transition,  with  the  ixk- 
sibility  of  Harris  rontinuing  to  fill  the 
pulpit  through  December 

W^c  Harris  still  renses  a  call  to 
•  ministry,  he  said  "it  is  an  important 


There  continues  to  be 
a  tremendous  need  for  voices 
that  are  going  to  stand  on 
righteousness,  that  recognize 
where  we  are  moving  as  a  nation ' 

Mark  Harris 
pastor.  First  Church  Charlotte 

calling"  when  God  leads  a  pastor  to  uti¬ 
lize  his  giftednes-v  for  mini.stry  and  his 
"empowerment  of  the  Holy  Spirit...  to 
shape  public  policy." 

"There  continues  to  be  a  tremen¬ 
dous  neeil  for  voices  that  are  going  to 
stand  on  righteousness,  that  recogni/.e 
where  we  arc  moving  as  a  nation,"  Har¬ 
ris  said,  noting  "the  culture  seems  to 
become  more  and  more  infected  with  a 
liberal  point  of  view  " 

If  Harris  becomes  a  candidate  in 
the  Republican  primary  for  .North 
Carolina’s  Ninth  District  seat  in  the 
U.S.  House  of  Representatives,  il 
would  be  hi.s  second  run  for  the  seat. 
He  lost  to  incumbent  Robert  Pittenger 
of  Cb'rlotte  last  year  by  133  votes  out 
of  approxiniut»ly  26,000  cast  in  the 
GOP  primary. 

Harris  also  finisbed  third  in  the 
2012  primary  for  i  ne  of  North  Caro¬ 
lina’s  U.S.  Senate  s<  sts. 


MARK 


U.S.  SENATE 

morkhortistoisanatacocn 


HARRIS 

After  the  2016  defeat.  "I  prayed  for 
God  to  take  this  burden  away  from  me" 
to  run  for  public  office,  Harris  said. 
He  even  asked  his  church  staff  to  pray 
along  the  same  lines . 

"I  was  crying  out  and  asking  God, 
'Lord,  please  just  take  away  my  pas¬ 
sion,"  Harris  said.  Yet  "that  passien 


and  that  sen.se  of  call  would  niit  go 
away  but  frankly  even  intensified." 

Cireumstanees  seemed  to  be  part  of 
GikI’s  leading  towaril  another  run  in 
the  Ninth  District.  Harris  said,  when 
multiple  factors  in  the  political  world 
suggested  he  might  be  able  to  win  new 
inters  ill  2018. 

Whin  "seeking  Ciod  s  will,  H.irri-. 
said.  "I've  always  a^ked  Him  to  om  ii 
diairs  that  no  man  can  shut  and  lo 
close  doors  that  no  man  can  open." 

y\ith  cultural  engagemeiil.  pas 
tors  must  he  like  the  Gld  lestarnent 
"sons  ot  Issachar  "  who  "uiuterslood 
the  times  and  knew  whet  Israel  -houid 
do,"  aiTordilig  to  1  (  hroiiirles  la-  ;., 
Harris  obsened 

'It's  important  to  he  able  to  n  i  og 
ni/e  the  limes,  recogiii/.e  the  iireoin 
staiires  as  you  prai  .iiul  .isk  Him  to 
open  doors." 

Harris  urged  other  pastors  to  eoii- 
sidet  whether  God  is  calling  tlictu 
to  run  lor  public  office,  and  advised 
them  not  lo  immediately  nde  out  the 
possibility  as  a  spiritual  step  down 
out  rather  to  seek  the  Lords  will  loi 
their  lives. 

While  ministry  "is  iiideeil  a  high 
calling."  Harris  said,  ".  we  do  need 
to  be  careful  about  what  we  qualify  as 
high,  higher  and  highest  when  il  comes 
to  the  wall  of  God  and  the  call  of  God  on 
a  person's  life." 


Ten  Commandments  shattered  at  Ark.  Capitol 


GONE  -  Tha  Ten  Commandments  monument  at  the  State  Capitot 
in  Ume  Rock,  Ar..  wea  destroyed  on  June  28.  less  than  24  hours 
after  it  was  installed  (BP  pheto) 


LITTLE  ROCK  (BP)  -  City 
workers  have  removed  piec¬ 
es  of  the  newly  installed  Ten 
(fonunandments  monument 
from  the  Arkansas  Capitol 
grounds  in  little  Rock  after 


tolled  it  with  bis  car. 

"nie  six-feet-tall  stone  mon¬ 
ument  was  installed  June  27 

and  was  de-  _ 

stroyed  less 
than  24  hours 
later  after 
Michael  Tate 
Reed,  32,  of 
Van  Buren  al¬ 
legedly  drove 
a  vehicle  into 
the  statue. 

City  officials  REED 
told  the  me¬ 
dia  he  carried  out  the  act  while 
streaming  it  live  on  Facebook. 

Chris  Powell,  a  spokesman 
with  the  Secretary  of  State’s 
Office,  said  he  was  notified 
earlier  on  June  28  that  a  man 
had  driven  a  vehicle  through 
the  monument.  Reed  was  ar¬ 
rested  by  Capitol  police  short¬ 
ly  afterward. 

He  was  previoiLsly  accused 
of  destroying  a  Ten  Command¬ 
ments  monument^  in  Oklaho¬ 
ma,  according  to  news  reports. 

An  arrest  report  on  the  Pu¬ 
laski  County  Sheriff  s  Depart¬ 
ment  website  reported  Reed 
is  being  charged  with  defac¬ 


ing  objects  of  public  interest, 
criminal  trespass,  and  first 
dwee  crimi^  being  held 
witnout  bail  pending  an  initial 
court  appearance. 

An  officer  said  he  spotted 


from  a  stopped  position  and 
ram  the  Ten  Commandments 
monument*  shortly  before 
5  a.m.  Wednesday.  The  ar¬ 
rest  report  for  Reed  listed 
“unemployed/disabled"  un¬ 
der  occupation. 

State  Sen.  Jason  Rapert  (R- 
Bigelow)  who  sponsored  the 
2015  law  to  erect  the  monu¬ 
ment  on  state  grounds,  called 
the  statue’s  destruction  “an 
act  of  violence"  and  said  he  ex¬ 
pects  to  be  able  to  raise  funds 
ouickly  to  replace  the  display, 
we  Arkansas  Democrat -Ga¬ 
zette  reported. 

A  Facebook  Live  video  at¬ 
tached  to  an  account  under 
the  name  Michael  Reed,  ap¬ 
pears  to  show  a  driver  shin¬ 
ing  his  headlights  on  the 
monument  and  shouting. 
"Freedoml"  as  he  drives  to¬ 
ward  it.  As  the  vehicle  makes 
contact  vrilh  the  monument, 
the  video  cut  out,  the  Demo¬ 
crat-Gazette  reported. 

In  another  Facebook  video 
posted  by  a  man  who  identi¬ 
fied  himself  Michael  Reed,  the 
Democrat-Gazette  reported, 
the  man  described  his  beliefs 


in  both  Jesus  and  the  separa¬ 
tion  of  church  and  state. 

Tm  a  firm  believer  that 
part  of  salvation  is  that  we  not 
only  have  faith  in  Jesus  Christ 
but  we  obey  the  commands  of 


sus  as  Lord,"  the  Democrat- 
Gazette  reported  he  said  in 
the  video.  'But  one  thing  I  do 
not  support  is  the  violation 
of  our  Constitutional  right  to 
have  the  freedom  that’s  guar¬ 
anteed  to  us,  that  guarantees 
us  the  separation  of  church 
and  state.* 

There’s  "no  one  religion" 
that  the  government  should 
represent,  he  reportedly  said 
in  the  video. 

In  2014,  Reed  was  accused 
of  ramming  his  truck  into  a 
Ten  Commandments  statue 
of  a  similar  design  at  the 
Oklahoma  State  Capitol  in 
Oklahoma  City,  •  the  rutsa 
World  reported. 

Authorities  said  he  also 
made  threats  against  for¬ 
mer  U.S.  President  Barack 
Obama,  set  fire  to  money,  and 
walked  into  a  federal  build¬ 
ing  to  .spit  on  pictures,  the 
paper  reported. 

Reed  was  diagnosed  with 
schizoaffective  disorder  after 
being  taken  to  a  mental  facil¬ 
ity  for  evaluation  following  the 
crash,  the  report  said. 
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It  was  a  holiday  and  I  had  no  specific 
responsibilities  to  cany  out  that 
day.andsoldecidedtotakealon- 
mAu  usual  ride  on  my  bicycle.  The 
day  was  beautiful  and  I  was  joying 
die  ride  and  the  scenery  on  a  quiet  and 
peaceful  day.  I  went  by  a  new  develop¬ 
ment  that  is  expanding  some  ways  from 
my  bouse.  I  dmded  to  ride  through 
there  to  see  what  was  taking  ^lace.  It 
was  a  beautiful  area,  and  I  enjoyed  the 
newscenery. 

I  was  leaving  the  development  at 
the  gated  entrance,  and  when  I  got 
there,  there  was  a  ear  stop^  at  the 
extt  right  at  a  sign  that  said  -  Stop  ^ 
Here  ami  Gate  will  Open;  I  pulled  ' 
up  near  the  car  on  my  bicycle,  saw  ‘H 
there  were  pteople  inside,  and  the  car 
was  juat  sitti^  there.  I  assumed  that 
th^  were  waiung  for  the  gate  to  open. 
I  didn’t  aak  them;  I  just  waited. 

The  problem  was  that  the  gate  was 
already  open. 

The  sign  said  -  Stop  Here  and  Gate 
Will  Open.  I  could  see  diat  the  gate 
was  open  and  was  locked  in  the  open 
position  by  a  cluun  that  was  around 
It.  The  folks  in  the  car  continued  to 
fit  there  waiting  for  the  gate  to  open. 
Not  wanting  to  embarrass  them  or  get 
into  a  discuMion  about  you  can  go  on, 
the  gate’s  already  open,  I  finally  just 
'  eased  around  the  car  and  went  on  my 
way. 

Aa  I  reflected  on  the  expericfice.  I 
thought  about  how  many  people  want 
God  to  lead  them  and  esen  ask  Him  to  ' 
open  the  gate  ot  open  the  door  of  op¬ 
portunity  for  them,  when  all  the  time 
me  door,  the  ute  in  life,  is  standing 
wide  open.  1  tlunk  about  that  chuiui 
at  Pfafiaddphia  in  the  book  of  Revela- 
tion  3;S  when  Jesus  am  to  Mh  church, 
•Uehifid,  I  hare  set  before  thee  an  open 
door,  and  no  man  can  shut.'  " 

It's  that  way  so  ofteit  Tbat  Ood  is 
at  work,  the  dooi'is  open,  and  we  just 


An  Open  Door 


sit  there  waiting.  Now  there  are  times 
when  we  need  to  wait  on  God.  There’s 
no  question,  but  when  you  ask  Him  to 
open  the  door  and  it’s  standing  wide 
open,  it’s  probably  the  opportune  time 
to  capture  the  moment,  to  walk  through 
the  door,  to  do  what  God  has  asked  you 
to  do.  Nowtberearesomeareasinour 
lives  where  that  is  always  the  ctMC.  It  is 
a  God  moment  that  He  wants  us  to  do 
something.  Let  mejust  suggest  two  or 
three. 

One  -  to  foegive.  hisalwavsan 
open  door  for  os  to  express  forgnmneas. 
In  fact,  we  probably  ^end  too  much 
time  thinking  about  it  and  are  too  alow 
in  lespooding  to  do  what  we  ifaoukl  do 
in  forgiving  and  moving  on  with  life. 
You  know  that  great  verse  that  savs, 
'Let  not  the  sun  go  down  imon  youi 
wrath’ (Eph.  4:m).  It’s  talking  about 
making  things  right  before  the  day  slips 
away.  You  don’t  need  to  wait  thrw 
wem  in  order  to  make  things  right 
with  somcooe  with  whom  there  may  be 
a  wrong. 

In  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  Jesus 
said  It  this  way  in  making  thii^  ri^t 
wfib  a  brother  that  things  mi^t  be 


wrong:  'Agree  with  thine  adversary 
quid^  (Matt.  5:25).  He  goes  on  to  say 
you  don’t  need  to  let  it  fetSac  and  now 
and  become  so  big  that  you  can't  OD 
anything  about  it.  Make  thinn  ri^. 
fonjve,  and  you  will  find  thatlife  will 
be  tar  better.  It’s  trae  in  every  area  of 
life,  and  I  will  trust  that  the  Holy  ^irit 
w&i  ^eak  to  you  and  to  me  each  time 
we  don't  oMa  to  sit  there  waiting  on  an 
open  door  when  the  door  is  standing 
wide  open. 

Two -to  give.  In  Luke  6:38  Jesus 
said,  ’(^ve,  and  it  shall  be  ^en  unto 
you:  good  measure,  piesseu  down,  and 
shaken  together You  know  tiie 
verse.  Now  it  doesn’t  say  when  you  see 
a  great  need  to  give  though  thate  im¬ 
portant.  When  you  have  opportimity 


- _ ^e  who  were  praying  about  tithing. 

You  really  don’t  have  to  spend  much 
time  on  whether  or  not  you  need  to  go 
through  that  door.  Gocrha.>i  given  to 
you,  and  He  has  instructed  us  to  par¬ 
ricide  in  the  giving  process  in  return¬ 
ing  to  Him. 


Too  many  of  us,  I  think,  are  like  the 
sweet  lath  who  was  a  member  of  our 
church.  ^iivedacoa9leefMock.s 
from  the  cfatKch  and  neoify  always 
walked  to  eliarch.  It  was  atr  exer¬ 
cise  pro^am.  On  the  wsj^  church 
one  evenuM  she  saw  on 

the  sidewsfti  yvaiked  ow;  and  it  was 
g2  that  somebody  bad  apdently 
droppd  She  picked  up  w  pair  of 
doiiar  bills  and  walked  on  to  church. 
After  church,  she  was  telling  me  about 
her  windfail  messing  thaA  had  come 
her  way.  I  said.  That  is  fentastic.’ 

She  said,  'Well,  on  the  way  to  church 
I  prayed  about  what  1  should  do  about 
the  $9.  Should  I  tithe  on  the  $2,  or  be¬ 
cause  I  wasn’t  expecting  the  $2,  maybe 
1  should  give  half  of  it  to  the  Lord,  or 
because  it  was  not  even  mine,  maybe  1 
ou^t  to  give  it  all  to  the  Lord?'  I  said, 
•what  did  you  do?’  She  said,  'I  was 
so  oonfiised,  1  just  decided  to  keep  it.’ 
Weil,  when  you  have  opportunky  to  be 
a  gnring,  gracious  person,  at  every  turn 
in  your  nw  with  the  Lord,  it  will  bless 
you  far  more  tiian  it  will  bless  someone 
else  when  you  give.  The  door  is  open. 

Third- to  Bve.  It  was  John  10:10 
when  Jesus  said  I  have  come  to  give 
life  and  give  it  more  abundantly.  Just 
vnttch  and  you  will  see  people  wbo  are 
stomped  in  life  and  don’t  get  around  to 
realfe  living.  Not  living  for  fiie  Lord. 
Not  nving  a  fuU  and  abundant  life.  Not 
living  the  joy-filled  and  eternal  life  right 
now.  They’re  stopped  there  at  the  gate. 
Some  people  never  start,  and  some  stop 
living  long  before  they  die. 

Today,  this  day,  the  door  is  open  for 
so  many  biesaings  in  jnw  Hfe.  Don’t 
sit  there  at  tiie  ^pi  waiting  for  the  gate 
to  open,  it  is  alrndy  open  to  the  grcjr 
thlnv  that  God  wants  to  do  in  your  life. 
Move  forward. 

The  author  can  be  contacted  at  di- 
rections(^mbcb.org. 


Revive  &  Homecomings 


u _ 

Wfed,  7  ,  , 

speafar,  Jiair  Wboley,  paMor. 

New  Homa  ChurA  Lana: 
Kevival,  July  16  -  19:  Sun,  u 
n  .m.,  fallowed  by  hmdi:  Mon. - 
Wtd,  7:30  p.m.:  J<^  Vau^m. 
sjieaker,  Jack  lloWugawoftK, 
woritbip  leader;  BfDy  McKay, 
pastor. 

W  ArMnoton  Church,  Bogus 
Chttta:  RevivaL  July  16  --  19; 
Sim..  11  a  m..  foBowed  by  meal 
and  1:30  P.1V1.;  Mon.  -  Wed.. 
7  pjn;  Matt  Powell,  iqvakat; 
Nfek  Wolfe,  music. 
feGoodwatar  Church,  Ma- 
16-19;  Sun., 
Sunday  School,  9;«  a,n:.;  ww- 
fMp,  10:30  a.a.  foUowtd  by 
petuKd  hinrh  and  i  p.m.;  Moti. 
-  Wed  ,  7  p.m.;  Mas  Bnridee, 
apeaket:  Richard  Thunre.  nw- 
sie  .iflchihrf  Gdej..  pastor. 
IMML  Vernon  Cmrrcfi.  Ufe 
Job.  ife. 


nJSt  HOCK  CHURCH,  BLUE  MOUNTAIN,  ceiebi.iisd  its 
190th  amivarsatv  at  its  annual  honiausnuig  May  28.  Cotfe  Mat- 
lock  bnxjght  the  morrang  meaoaae.  vwth  a  concert  by  die  Land- 
rrwfcs  Quartet,  r  marrxxisl  sennee.  and  poltuck  meal.  Randy  Suae, 
pasmr.  Shown  am  tome  ol  tne  memtian  m  oi(fleslMar<er1  draw. 

feWlhaater  Or«e«  Church, 
Corbtfti:  Kjevivai.  Jidy  23, 
Pri,  -  Sat ,  7  pjtL;  &in,  Sun¬ 
day  School.  9  a.in.;  wunh*B,  iu 
8  jn.  and  6  pjn.;  PU  Hoamna, 
speaker. 

fe  Tawy's  Crank  Chureh, 

JMagafllla;  fonival,  July  14 
lA;  Pri,  630  pan.;  -loe  Weav* 
ta,  sprakev?  .Sat,  6:30  mat.; 
Mdr  Biinix  rpe^t;  suu, 
tn;;(D  ajh,  follnwefl  by  htueb 
and  12:30  Jim.;  GS  Vfdtib, 
s,Kvik<T;  Ed  Mwv,  irHrJc;  La¬ 
ver;. c  Summeriiu.  m-Mx 


io:w  sjn,  hiUowcd  by 
ered  dish  l■ach,  Jim  Futral 
■peaker,  Jason  Jonaa,  made; 
Jetty  Ckusey.  pator. 
fe  WayaWa  Chur^.  YNobu- 
Sh«  Co.:  tevivtit  July  16  -  l8-, 
Sun..  II  aon.  and  5  pan.;  Mon. 
-  Tiwl,  7  pan.;  Gary  Tknner, 
nitaka;  Gno^i  Morrow,  pta- 
nis^Uefcay!  larris,  pastor, 
fe  Salam  Church.  Coffins: 
ArtM,  JiiK'  16  -  19;  Sun . 
10:^  Aria,  feUoared  h>  lunch; 
6::fo  priW  Jrmn  Ib'I'l, 

rpftder;  Wedey  ler.',  mm,:,; 
jhipbrlV, 


Deunt.*,  Camp 


.  j-VS'l:,!. 


BiB-L  Hxo  B 


BPS  ACFBKYRCZBW  EVOKPY  DU  VDC 

VI  CRG  ZBCGF,  RG  ABZ  CRG  RGBHGPA 

VUGPGS,  BPS  CRG  AUKFKC  NKMG  B 

SVHG  SGAEGPSKPY  DUVP  RKO. 

OBFM  VPG;  CGP 

Clue:  K  mj 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  extrdse  your  Bible 
knouitdge.  A  King  Janas  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  en-  ' 
coded  by  letter  substitution.  The  tame  letter  it  substituted 
throughout  the  puztie.Solveby  trial  and  error.  Answerto 
km  week’s  ptadr:  Motthew  i:Ms 

•y  Chartat  Mars,  I  *32-2004.  •  200s 
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MARGARET  LACKEY 

OFF tK'N(j  FOR  51  ATE  MlSSlONj 


2017  Sunday  School/Small  Groups  Trainings 


WORSHIP  BAND  TEACHlNG’Sy^Oiff  Duren  Band 
Bass  Guitar  Rhythm  Guitar  Lead  Guitar 
Drums  Keyboard 


Classes  Offered: 

Keyboard  Youth  Leadership 
Preschool/Children's  Music  Handbells 


Park  Place  Baptist  Church,  Brandon 
Cost:  S50  (conference  &  banquet  meals  only) 
Register  at  wY/w.tinyurl.com/2017CMM 
Church  Music  Department  -  601-292-3267 


Contact  Sarah  Lee  in  Sunday  School/Small  Groups  at 


601'2S2-3291  or  slee@mbcb.org  for  more  info. 


CHURCH  MUSIC  MISSISSIPPI 


August  26 

First  Baptist  Church,  Laurel 
9  a.m.  -  noon 

Preschool  -  Melita  Thomas  (LrfeWay) 
Children  -  Candace  Powell  (LifeWay) 
Students  -  Kenny  Stanteen  (FBC  Clinton) 
AduKs  -  David  Apple  (LHeWay) 


1  Mm 

T^m 

_ Matthcv/  10' 27  NAS  I 

Encourage  your  duach  to  develop  a  culture 
of  generosity  through  failhM  dbdpledilp. 


'i  :  -  '  and  acc.icsiidn  Bid;  ca>  '’utt: 

d::  „;  na  rcaithv  u;?:^pie  niikiric  vvorsh^D  mmisliies 


/V7&  Growing  Churches  Conference 

Friday  4  Saturday.  Ausust  11*  4  12*.  2017 

Harrisburg  Baptist  Church 
4675  Ciiff  Gookin  Bivd. 
Tupeio,  MS  38801 

•...for  the  training  of  the  saints  in  the  work  of  the 
ministry,  to  buikt.  up  the  body  of  Christ. 

Ephesians  4:12  (HCSB) 


SP  BV  ^HE 

^r:^|:S-^RV  DEPT 


Sr.  Adult  Minister's  Retreat 

Monday,  August  14 
losing  Son  RatTMft  Canter 
444  Lake  Road  I  French  Camp,  MS  39745 
Time:  8:30  a.m.  -  2:30  p.m. 

**Keynote  Speaker**  Missy  Buchanan 

$25  Fee 

visit:  www.mbcb.o«g/senior^Klutt-ministry 
for  a  Registration  Form 

Small  Church  Youth  Ministry  Workshops 

Workshops  begin  with  supper  at  6:00  p.m.  and  end  at  8:45. 

Thursday,  Aogust  3  -  Duck  Hil  Baptist  Church 
301  Main  St  -  Duck  Hill,  MS 

Thursday,  August  10  •  First  Baptist  Church 
12513  MS  -  57  -^mCleave,  MS 

Thursda]^  Aygust  17  •  Liberty  Baptist  Church 
5199  Lakeland  Dr.  -  Rowood,  MS 

Thursday,  August  24  -  First  Baptist  Church 
328  GfarxJ  Ave.  -  Yazoo  City,  MS 

Thasa  workshop*  will  provida  youth  m«ni»try  training  and  an 
opportunity  to  decuss  youth  miniatry  a*  it  rtiate*  to  the  imsUar 
churchas  and  churdws  that  don't  arnploy  a  M-tima  paki  youth 
minittar.  A  light  tuppar  wM  also  ba  served  f  i  a#  perticipems. 

To  Register,  visit 

www.tinyurl.com/mbcbsmallchurchworkshops 


2017  Auditions  for  the 

2018  Mississippi  Baptist 
All-State  Youth  Choir  and 

Orchestra 

Open  to  9th-12th  graders 
involved  in  the  music 
ministry  of  MS  Southern 
Baptist  Churches 
REGISTER  2  WEEKS  PRIOR 
TO  THE  AUDITION. 

Saturday,  September  16 
10:30  A  M.  -  1:00  P.M. 
FBC,  Columbia 


Sunday,  September  17 
1:30  -  4:00  P.M. 
FBC,  Long  Beach 

Thursday,  September  28 
4:00  -  7:00  P.M. 

FBC,  Meridian 

Thursday,  October  5 
4:00  -  7:00  P.M. 
Fairview  BC,  Columbus 

Saturday,  October  7 
1:30 -4:00  P.M. 
Belden  BC,  Belden 


Sunday,  October  8 
1:30 -4:00  P.M. 
Belden  BC,  Belden 

Saturday,  .Qctober  14 
1:00  -  4:00  P.M. 
Baptist  Building,  Jackson 

Sunday,  October  15 
2:00-5:00  P.M. 
Baptist  Building,  Jackson 


P  R  0  i-  E  S  S  I  0  M  A  L  '  T  R  A  I  :  M  G  COURSE 


«  SKILLSHOPS 


‘Professional  Training  Course  is  offered  for 
New  Ministry  Assistants 

‘SkiliShop  topics:  Martaging  Office  Stress 
and  Time  Management 


For  inforrnation  call  Vesta  Clary  in 
Pastor/Le^dership  Development  at 
601-292-3305 


M iss/ssi/jp/  Baptist  Sytiipbouy^))xhestra 
Concert 

1'  ; :  '  wu  Hapu'rf  !  iHiTch 

J-'  J  !*  t  I'  M  _ 

'  nil'-' h  M  Is.-  h.  p,inmcfv  ■ ')!:!  jvj 


PASTOR/pEADERSHie 

development 


CALUNG  ALL  BIVOCATIONAL  PASTORS! 

Pastor  Leaclershjp  Development  is  currency  working  through  the 
Associ^uars  to  update  ou’  files  If  you  have  not  done  so  recently 
p'ease  .make  sure  your  association  has  your  current  contact  informatior. 
Infer"' .=ifrjn  and  opportjriities  specifically  for  Blvocationa'  Pastors 
coming  soon 


h  or  furthsT  i^frmation,  please  contact  Vesta  Clary  at  vclary<s mbch.org  or  601-292-3305 


MOVINGBEYOND 


OCT  3,  2017 

BHOAIJMOOW 
'APir-T  .HUROf 


JOHNNY  HUNT 


I  |;  ‘  f  I 


i: 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Brooks  Ministry  Insurance 


Christian/fe^iSi^ 


The  bi^ discipline  for  a 
dddofGodisSELF- 
MSCIPUNE.  One  of  the 
.  ways  we  practice  adMiacipline 
is  sdf-denial.  Paul  disctisses 
sdMisdpHne  of  self-denial 
in  I  Corinthians,  chapters  7-9. 
If  there  ever  was  a  eroup  of 
believers  who  neetfod  arif- 
diadpHne,  these  believers  at 
Corinth  needed  it. 

In  I  Corinthians  7,  Paul 
says  be  had  the  ri^t  to  enter 
into  Marriage.  (I  believe  Paul 
to  have  been  a  widower  —  the 
rising  star  of  Judaism  could 
no*  have  been  unmarried.)  But 
for  the  following  reasons  (1. 
Peraecution  of  Men  -  v.  26;  2. 
Problem  of  Marriage  -  v.  28; 

3.  PromiK  ^  the  Messiah  -  v. 
29: 4-  Priorito  of  the  Ministry 
-  V.  Paul  voluntarily  gave 


Paul  preferred  self-discipline. 
Paul  said  in  1  Corinthians 
9:27  KJV’:  “But  I  keep  under 
my  body,  and  bring  it  into 
subjection:  lest  that  b>  any 
means,  when  I  have  preached 
to  others,  1  myself  should  be  a 
castaway." 

We  need  to  quit  expecting 
lost  people  to  act  like  saved 
people,  nut  we  should  expect 
saved  people  to  act  like  .saved 
people.  Dare  to  Discipline. 

1  double  dog  dare  you!  Our 
bite  should  match  our  bark. 
Where  is  our  credibility? 

I>igby  is  executive  direc¬ 
tor-treasurer  of  the  Christian 
Action  Commission.  He  can 
be  reached  at  ( 601 )  292- 
.■1329/office.  f662j  284-9163/ 
cell,  or  by  e-mail  at  kdigbyft' 
christianaction.com. 


Dare  to  Discipline 


In  I  Corinthians  8.  Paul  un- 
^rstands  that  idols  are  noth- 
ii^  and  he  could  eat  the  Meat 
.  offered  to  false  gods.  But  he 
would  eat  no  such  Meat  if  it  of¬ 
fended  his  weaker  brother.  In 
I  Corinthians  9.  Paul  had  every 
right  to  receive  Monw  for  his 
ministry.  But  he  gla^  “made 
tents”  to  support  himself. 

Marriage,  Meat,  Money  — 
great  examples  of  self-disci¬ 
pline  on  Paul’s  part.  We  need 
self-discipline. 

However,  in  many  cases  we 
need  CHURCH  DISCIPLINE 
(Matthew  18:15-20)  in  the 
absence  of  self  discipline. 


A  diamond  has  four  Cs  — 
carat,  color,  clarity,  and  cut. 
Church  discipline  h^  four  C’s. 

A  church  must  discipline  its 
members  1.  Consistently 
(get  ducks  in  a  row),  2.  Compas- 
sionatdy  (tears  in  your  eyes, 
not  blood),  3.  Courageously 
(not  for  the  foint  of  hrartj.'and 
4;  Confidentially  (as  long  as  pos¬ 
sible,.  The  four  cornerstones  of 
chunh  discipline  are  L  Di^race 
—  public  immorality,  2.  Doc¬ 
trine  —  false.  3.  Disruption  —  of 
fellowship,  and  4.  Desertiun. 
I^p  in  mind  that  dfadpline  and 
disapleship  have  a  simuar  root 
and  are  needed  for  spiritual  fruit. 


Be  warned  that  without 
.self-discipline  or  church  dis¬ 
cipline,  there  will  be  GOD'S 
DISCIPIJNE.  Read  I  Cor¬ 
inthians  11:30-32  KJV:  “For 
t^  cause  many  are  weak  and 
sickly  among  you,  and  many 
sleep.  For  if  we  would  judge 
ourselves,  we  should  not  be 
judged.  But  when  we  are 
judged,  we  are  chastened  of 
the  Lord,  that  we  should  not  be 
condemned  with  the  world."  In 
a  carnal  believer’s  life,  chastise¬ 
ment  can  end  in  the  sin  unto 
death  (I  John  5:16). 

Self-discipline,  church 
discipline,  God's  discipline  — 


Hearina  is  Believin 


UlUtion 

rrh/SihiKj 


/  CoaiiMrcial 


Cofrtevti.  Tennessee  fvative  Wiflwm 
Bislx)p  wiil  letid  the  vs^rship  te<Mi- 
orship  program  at  MISSISSIPPI 
COLLEGE  beginning  in  Aug(i<4 
He  smU  be  the  prr>gram  s  first  (Jk 
rector  Me  earned  his  t).jf  hetor  ■>  i 
muifu;  histOT'v  Sum/riti  Cum  i 
-it  tt>e  University  nf  Mempt'is  m 

Aiigiist  20)1)  Hi.-v  fn.»'>ii‘r  ,s  m  mu 
•»K  ministry  »  am*-  truoi  Suufhvvu  .t 
urn  Baptist  rhi-oloqi*  il  Somm.ifv 
t'l  hurt  Wv)'1f».  loK.r.  in  K 

f€H.r;ive<|  fHS'doctur.iti  it 

.rh<?  Ni»vn  Oiif.ius  B.ij)tr.t  Thr'uhKj' 
i.al  S«‘niiii.ifv  ,n  20t‘ 


MSAudioLLC 


Oesign  A  hitcgrati»n  of  Prolcssionai  .“XikJio.  ViJls>.  A  I  i^hitng 
LTiurch,  Conference  RiM»m.  Schi'ol 
H(|«npmenl  snlcs,  service  and  insiallaiion 


Tnioper  Hales 

•ifo^(fnMudii>llc  com 


P.(  >  linx  1S7>  I’h  Mil  v; '  ‘ 

( 'hnti»n,  MS  laxnO;  ‘i.' i 


mis  POLPtT  SUPfM.Y  AVAIlABLE 

.  rft,**"-  ^irtv’V  -h-ffe-t-f 

•  i-.'T  ■ 


fOR SALE-7009-  12  i7 X  l2>fNCLOSeO 
FULL-BEHIND  HAUl  mark  TRAILER 
S3400  :<y  .  ML. 


i-.i’bt  Cn.*-  • 

>1  -npoftiirt  .id.!,*  .' v-T 


hopper  stained  glass 


STAINED  GLASSWORKS.  INC 
A  A.  sifoe  ^9S<-  61.10  b.'- 


AFFORDABLE  BEACMSIOE  VACATION 
CONDOS  1**  A  Rp*- 

A.  R<»nj  Farn  .y 

^r.zr  toiwsrp'  w?  ””  rr.e  Beacri  inrAw 
gtjltsfvy^scorfjos  ?0A 

'52  ’2J!  251  "52-236A 


WWW  SEBRENHOME  MPROVEMENT 

con  ..Fr?.Uci-  c'. ..  \  H', 

Ai  ^z-Ti) 

_ _ SAttng  ffnrF'wS  -v-w  A 

GET  THE  BEST  RATES  ON-  rcb»S  4  5u.'v!yv»'b  cov 

''Tsuranc*  ard  MelCRre  Supolernent!!,  Znt,  decks  'nty-'  ,yvi<ti0fs  K 

1-BOf;  541  *’96  (y 'rtS'*  <i»ww  Tijr»>eriri4of»"  _ 

_ _ _ WWOOW  AND  SCREEN 

CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY.  FREE  and  %kyr>  wmdoeix  r  -  fir  yoc- 
ESTIMATES  DavH  '  •Z'^v^islery  Qmtrrjt"  PHrt  e8.'id>'A  thi 

pr»c*'*«6{)i  "5  5»>’ •  ; Tai- '  r  ►  ►>  ’ 


Doug  Broome  will  ■.••rvr  ar 
hf*V»Tote  speaker  at  MISSIS¬ 
SIPPI  COLLEGE'S  ■vuniiner 
comfT>eni.einent  Ainj  b.  lO  a  m 
HrnoiT»e  u,  pastfM  of  First  ('hurcfi 
Naloher  arid  ly  servir>g  Kis 
srn'orxf  ypar  as  president  i)»  the 
MtSsissip()i  Baptist  Convention 


^  Bnrtfiertiood  Mutual 

CmH  today  for  a  free  quote  601 .208.0920 
or  email;  mlk#®brook*mlnl»tryln»urance.com 


The  Baptist  Rfxyiri)  Juh  If  2017 


Jvsiis  sniil.  "I  uni  llu‘  liylit  ol  tlic  uiirld. 
\\  lino  IT  InlliiHs  MU'  nil!  mil  nuik 

III  )l.iikiifs>  lull  iiill  liuM'  llu- 

liulil  III  lilt."  i.lnliil  S:  I'l 


Siniplt  sliiiri'  Ihc  r<illiiuinu  pru.MT 
nilh  (•ml  ill  xtnir  iiMii  uni'tN: 


1.  I  iird.  I  udniil  lhal  I  lu-t'd  >011. 

'  I  liuM'  sinned. I 

2.  I  vtuni  liiruixeness  fur  ni\  sins 

und  freedmii  Irmn  eleniul 
deulli.  '  I  re|ienl.l 
.(.  I  lieliexe  .lisiis  died  und  rii^e 
fnini  llie  uruse  In  fnr^ite  tii\  sins 
und  In  reslnre  ni)  relulinnship 
n  ilh  \  nil.  1 1  lieliei  e  in  lesiis.) 
4.  Ui  fuilh.  I  iinile  .lesns  Chrisl 
inin  ni\  life,  f  rnin  ihis 
9  nine  fill,  I  uuni  In  li\e  in 
.1  Ini  inu  rel.iliniishi|) 
II ilh  Mini.  il  reeeiie  Chrisl  us 
ni>  Niii  inr  unil  I  iird.l 


"Uiil  US  Ilium  us  reteiiefi  linn.  In  llieiii  lie  (juie 
Ihe  riulil  In  heennie  ehildreli  |>l  (ind.e'en  In 
llinse  «  hn  lieliei  e  ill  his  nuiiit ."  ■  .Inlin  I :  I  2i 
II  inn  iiiuke  :i  dt  1  isinii  Inr  (  hrisi  Iml.ii .  eniit.iel  u 
Inc.d  Sniilherii  Huplisl  elinreli  Ini'  sptriliiul  xiinluin e. 


Johnson  chosen  for  BSU  post  at  Ole  Miss 


'I  am  so  grateful  to  Mis^ias 


(ucorgia  Southern  Univetsity 

in  Statesboro  after  gtaduatmg  sippi.Baptists  for  dieir  contid- 
with  bonota  from  Statesboro  uM  support  of  reaching. and 
High  School.  dirciiriuig  students  across  our 

He  has  held  a  number  of  state  through  BSU.' 
you^  student,  and  collegiate  Baptist  collegiate  ministries 
ministry  {loeitions  in  Georgia  in  Mnwissippi  are  supported 
ai^  Louisiana  chutcl^  with  ^fts  to  Uie  Hissiasippi  Co> 
stints  on  the  staff  of  Ricteecreat  operative  Program  and  the 
Camp  for  Boys  in  AshevOle,  Margaret  Lackey  State  Mis- 
N.C.  In  addition,  he  served  as  Offering,  by  gito  from 

,  j  ^  fhe  churches  that  surround 

bring  students  to  feith  m  Je-  wide  (Collegiate  Disaster  Kelief  student-led 

sus  Christ  and  grow  them  as  program  at  the  Southern  Bap-  fun^aisem 

We  look  forward  to  ^  North  Am^n  Mission.  information  on 

hwmini^MpartofourBSU  B<^ m Alphar^, Ga.  Baptist  coUegiate  ministries 

team  at  Ole  Miss.  "We  in  BSU  are  exerted  .  ^  Lunce- 

Jobnson  was  ordained  in  about  Daniel  coming  to  serve  ,  .  _  Jeckson 

Au^  aoi3  at  First  Church  a.  as«>ciate  director  for  Ole  5?* " 
le  demonstrates  in  Tiis  hometown  of  States-  Miss  BSU,'  said  Uoyd  Lunc-  39205-^.  Telepto^ 

. )  boro,Ga.  eford,  MBCB  collegiate  minis- 

student  generation  an'd  how  to  He  holds  a  master  of  divinity  tiydirector. 'His  experience  in  - 

re8chthim,plu8asthesonof  de^  on  the  collegiate  min-  BSU  at  the  University  of  Geor-  “"S': 

_  long-tenured  Baptist  campus  istry  track  from  New  Orleans  gia  and  as  an  mtem  at  Ten-  ef^@mbcb.org.  Web  site, 

minister  in  Geor^,  ^  pos-  Seminary,  and  a  badielor  of  nessee  Tech  University  will  he  . 

a  unique  knowledge  of  “alence  degree  in  psychology  extremely  helpful  in  reaching  T^  University  Mlssis- 

the  work  of  BSU  ministry.  with  a  minor  in  teuton  from  students  at  Ole  .Miss.  He  and  sippi  BSU  may  m  rontarted  at 

'More  than  anything,  he  the  University  of  Georgia  in  his  wife  Sarah  will  be  a  great  (662)  234-9366.  E-mail:  mo- 

walks  with  God  and  desires  to  Athens.  Johnson  also  attended  addition  to  our  team.  baker@olemiS8.edu. 


1  am  SO  oMcited  to  see  whet  God 
win  do  (XI  this  campus.  Please  pray  for 
the  staff  and  students  of  this  campus 
that  WB  may  raich  Ole  Miss  for  the 
gkxy  of  God.' 

'  PnwIat  M.  Jofieaow 
UM  Miioctoto  BSU  diroctor 


By  Wtliiam  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 

Geurgia  native  Daniel  M. 

Johnson,  26,  has  been  tapped 
to  become  the  new  associate 
director  of  the  Baptist  Student 
Union  CB6U)  at  the  Universit) 
of  MiMissippi  in  Oxford,  stait- 
ingjuly  16. 

The  Executive  Cfommit- 

^  iSSiily  tTWreX 

present  campus  missionary  J^ppi. 
for  Baptist  CbUegiate  Minis-  I  7«T  “cited  for  Daniel 
tries  at  Tennessee  Tech  Uni-  to 
versity  in  Cookeville  after  in-  at  Ole  Miss.  ^ 
tenriewing  him  and  hearing  a  k^  understmidiiig  of  this 
bis  tostirTony.  - - - 

*I  am  thnUed  for  this  op- 
portunP.y  that  God  blessed  me  ■ 
with  tos*rve  at  the  BSU  at  Ole 
Mite.'  Johnson  said.  *1  am  so  sesses 
excited  to  see  what  God  win  do 
on  this  callus.  Please  pray 
for  the  staff  and  students  of 


Baptist  Convention,  also  based 
in  Nashville. 


FREEDOM 

coot,  frimp.  I 


percent  said  sexual  freedom  is 

more  important  The  remain-  The  LifcWay  study  found  y*c 
oigaB*  ted  they  aren’t  sure.  on  tr^gwus  ^ 

«?nim  msans  a  maiority  of  frowten  are  by  ?“ 

Mnerkans.  m  raSecttid  in  twyr^lhy.  w^gfous  bdiefc.  faW 
efaewe  polled  by  LifcWay  Be- 

waiefa,  believe  sexual  fteedom  ^  More  Bkeh'  to  fcyor  aouat.  r-: 
18  paramount  -  the  bakernwat  freedom  over -religious  free- 
produce  a  same  sex  wedding  <fo<x  fo  the  survey  were  men  / 
cake  -  or  are  wobbly  on  this  (30fc),  reskfenta  of  the  North-  aski 
crucial  issue.  east  (sgW),  Hispanic  Ameri-  was 

“It’s  clear  Americans  value  cana  faifc),  and  those  ages  18  ligk 
religioiis  liberty  but  when  H  -  44  (30*).  So  were  ‘nones,*  byl 
comes  to  sex,  the;'  aren’t  sure  those  with  no  religious  affilia-  sexi 
religion  should  have  the  final  tioa(49X).  F 

word.  That’s  especially  true  for  Southerners  (53*).  those  is  d 
younger  Araencans  and  those  with  evangelical  beliefs  five 
who  aren’t  religious,*  says  (9o3t),  Protestants  (68fc),  vati 
Scott  McConnell,  executive  ih-  African-Americans  (58X)  and  pen 
rector  of  LifcWay  Research.  those  ages  «  and  olaer  (ssX)  i 
That  observation  is  based  on  were  more  likely  to  favor  reli-  can 
1  UfeWay  Researen’s  extended  gious  freedom.  sexi 

inalysis  of  the  study  of  1,000  Researehen  also  aaked  caai 
\iBericans  in  which  research-  Ameticanc  to  indicate  if  the  wot 
ers  sought  a  big-picture  look  at  freedom  tl^  selected  is  si-  wed 
'low  Americans  view  confficts  w^  more  important  or  imally  the 
between  relteous  views  and  more  impottanL  Only  one  in  10 
lexuality.  McConnell  said.  Ameiicane  said  sexual  freedom 
LifcWay  Research  is  an  always  matters  most, 
cvanniicai  research  firm  that  Americans  with  evangelical 
ipecMliaea  in  survem  about  beBefe  were  more  likely  to  say 
:'aith  in  cuhuie  and  matters  religious  freedom  alwaw  mat- 
:hat  affect  churches.  H  is  af-  ten  most  (74K).  Those  who 
iliated  with  UfeWin  Chris-  attend  religious  sendees  at 
ian  Resources  of  the  Southern  least  once  a  month  (36%)  said 


tteiy  see  that  reUgioiis  behev- 
ere  are  motivated  by  their  fckh, 
he  said.  Others  are  akepticai. 

'About  one  in  five  Americana 
—  often  those  who  aren't  reli¬ 
gious  —  suspect  these  disputes 
are  driven  tw  hate,'  McConneB 
said.  'Athira  aren^sure.  That’s 
concerning.* 


Jmfy  !},  2017  The  BApmr  Rbcoko 


God  Revealed  •  Psalm  1 9 


“fcBSlBWSTOR^JtJLY  16, 


"DidjKAvbigisheavenr’niatiiight.to- 
grtber,aitytDokawaD[tfaroi^the\w)od- 

en^intD  the  pasture.  llieM  moon  lit 

jouniey  an  the  way  to  the  top  of  the 
iaRMStb^  Hkv laid 'wwn OD tfaor bocks 
(Ue  W  side  ana  twee  ’imnediatdy  ower- 
OBCiel^  the  immensity  offeepatcfawofk  of 
osastAtions  ojverii*  the  sky.  After  a  fc>i« 
moment  of  Btiinned  suenop.  diid  funnily  prrv. 
videdtherep^  *Wen,8an,youarelooUnK 
at  one  ^  aectkm  of  ^  floor.’ 

Qiris  Kioe,  nfted  oon^wser  and  smaer 
of  aongs.  put  iNalm  19  to  music.  'Purple 
dance  of  waves,  shootine  stars,  cra- 
teted  moon,  sparry  wings,  bUen  snow, 
Satum’s  lings.  Praise  Him  all  His  mMity 
tMoticst  There  is  no  language  where  \oa 
cantbeheanL  Your  song  goes  out  to  aD  the 
Earth.’  When  Chris  floated  this  son&  his 
one-awccl  title  Sim  it  aD:  Haflehiiah!  This 
word  is  univenid  aooss  all  cultures  and 
janguaprs.  ’HaDel’ means  praise.  ’Jah’is 
Yafawefa,  the  Lord  of  aD  and  Qreator  of  aO. 
Tm  oonvinoed  that  lOng  David  and  Chris 
Eire  wil  sing  togsCier  in  heaven  at  the 
fert  of  Jesus.  The  litfle  short  perm  next 

to  them  win  be  Uic!  Wanna  come  sirK  with 
UB?  Please  do! 

God  wants  us  to  know  Him.  He  has 
done  emything  imaginable  in  or^r  to 
terealtfimBetftous.  God  does  NOT  hide 


from  us.  He  h^  displayed  both  His  great¬ 
ness  and  His  intimate  love  for  us  m  the 
nandiv^  of  His  creation.  Asweviewocr 
'^^CNid  m  the  shock  and  awe  of  amazement, 
w  recomae  the  neatness  of  His  power. 
We  can  be  aasuted  that  we  are  enveloped 
msi*  His  meticufous  care  for  us.  Oouds, 
ramhows,  mountains,  seasons,  storms. . 
ev«  ^  shout  of  the  silence  of  sudden 
calm  drawis  us  into  Hk  embrace.  Wedonot 
worship  na¬ 
ture.  We  en¬ 
joy  creation. 

We  stand  in 
worshipful 
wonder.  We 
wwship  The 
Creator. 

In  the 
margin.of  mV 
bible  bi.side 
Psalm  19  are 

ttiese  from  my  prayer  journal.  ui 
the  ckntiine,  all  creation  screams,  ‘Look  at 
Go^  In  the  nighttime,  cpiiet  moments  of 
meditation  resub  in  a  deeper  knowledge 
of  our  Lord.  Both  day  and  riffot,  creation 

bears  a  wordless  witness  to  God,  the  Maker 
of  aD  things.’ 

God  reveak  Himself  through  Hk  worid. 
Yes.  David  wrote  many  son^  about  God’s 


“In 


world.  We  see  those  “David’  soogs  enme 
aDve  aD  around  us  from  aunrke  to  sun¬ 
set.  God  ako  reveak  Himsdf  throt^h  Hk 
Word,  the  Bible.  Daviid  mchided  a  praise 
poen  in  Psahn  19  so  that  day  AND  night, 
mose  wto  de^  to  draw  doser  to  God 
Play  praise  Him  even  in  the  darkness. 
I^vkf  sings  a  song  of  praise  for  the  Woid 
of  God. 

TTie  law  (Torah)  of  the  Lord  restores  our 
souk. 

The  testi¬ 
mony  (stat¬ 
ute)  of  the 
Lord  gives  us 
wkdein. 

The  pre¬ 
cepts  (or- 
dm)  of  the 
Lord  cause  us 
- to  twice. 

The  com¬ 
mandments  (instruction)  of  die  Lord  en¬ 
lighten  and  iOuminate  us. 

Hk  judgements  (justice)  of  the  Dird  dk- 

plm'  His  n^teousn^. 

VVe  should  operate  in  two  arenas  where 
the  Lotd  and  Hk  creation  and  Hk  Word 
aie  toncemed.  We  should  fear  (reverence 
^  .stand  in  awe  of)  the  Lord  Who  endures 
forever.  We  should  realize  the  iiwstimahle 


Explore  the  Bi 

with  Becky  Brawn' 


value  and  wt>^  of  The  Word  of  God.  Hk 
Work  and  Hk  Word  are  more  vahiabfe 
thangoid.  They  are  sweeter  th^  the  sweet¬ 
est  fresh  honey  from  the  honeycomb.  We 
stand  ready  to  free  any  journey  of  as  we 
have  been  taught  the  truth  and  warned  and 
eneexuaged  by  that  warning  to  lean  into  the 
Lord  for  strength  to  stand. 

.  When  triygran^ther  prayed,  he  ahvms 
closed  hk  conversation  with  the  Ixiid,  ... 
and  now  Lord,  chouse  aD  tinges  for  us 
and  we  wiD  te  ^ad  to  give  Thee  the  praise 
through  CTiikt,  our  Redeemer.. AMEN.’ 
When  my  grandmother  closed  her  prayere, 
she  quoted  Psalm  19:14  (almost)  word  to 
word.  She  was  known  to  have  her  ovm 
method  of  scripture  “trans-po-lation"  and 
might  just  spin  off  and  add  a  word  or  two 
for  em^foask  from  her  own  daily-  quiet  time 
readings.  She  would  s^,  “..and  now  lord, 
let  the  vvonk  of  MY  big  ole  mouth  and  the 
meditations  of  MY  h«irt  be  acceptable  in 
Thy  .sight,  O  Lord,  THIS  DAY.  MY  Rock 
and  MY  Redeemer  .  AMEN. “ 

Look  around  v^  Gtxl  k  speaking,  look 
in  the  Bible.  God  k  speaking,  llkworfesand 
Hk  words  are  calling  to  as  in  the  dmtlnie 
and  in  the  nighttime.  Dx)k.  listen,  live. 

Brmcn  k  staff et\mgeiist,  hirst  tJiiirch. 
Richland. 


First  Things  First  •  Haggai  1:2-13 


(for  froth  is  a  hiatory  based  feith.  What 
we  know  ofOod  we  know  fay  kxfldt^  back- 
TVtit  we  bvB  fat  present  tense  but 
fert  think  of  aO  that  you  know  about  God. 
SoPMone  tnld  you  Hb  atoty.  You  read  Hk 
frem  a  vciy  old  book.  God  k  very 
warn  iBre  and  active  today  but  truth  is,  aD 
Madatfooal  truths  that  we  hold  (k-ar  come 
by  aay  of  the  past.  So,  k  k  vital  to  our 
■*«  that  we  mnember  our  hktoty. 
lj^J2*88ai  waa  a  prophet  of  hktoty.  He 

«t  ft^Stoty  iif  laraeL  These  people  had 
yy  defeated  (2  Kb^  24-2S),  exiled  from 
totr  hontdand  aixThaa  returned  home 
(™re  i-tt  Once  back  in  brad  work  began 
00  rebuidhig  their  bomes  and  lives.  The 
“*oea  hemg  buQt  were  ornate  in  ddagn. 

d  reya  that  theae  homes  were  “pM- 
aer  meaning  that  they  were  structures 
wtt  eeflingB  and  walk.  No  more  tents  to 
the  farmrt  exiles.  TTk  fotmer  slaves  were 
nm  making  fra- themselves  homes  suitaliV 
to  jfeing.  Who  could  bfeme  them?  Haggai 
touldbecauae  God’s  Temple  laid  in  ruins. 

had  redeemed  Aiot  from  their  ex- 
fe-^Diey  had  oontributed  litfle  to  nothing 
fo  their  redemption  and  it  was  to  Him  that 
tltooweddory(va.6).Thepeoplehadbe- 
yne  so  aen-coitrk' that  they  had  forgotten 
me  God  fly  had  saved  thm.  Their  rela- 
ttowhjp  with  God  was  to  be  front  and  cen- 
ter  of  ttieir  Bvea.  Haggai  did  not  want  tin- 
nation  to  forget  entam  truths. 

Gfesfeig  God  takes  priority  (i  :2-8) 
1™  vvaa  the  exile  generation.  They 
needed  to  be  leniinded  that  b  wa.s  God 


IPI  Studies  for  Life 

with  Clay  Author  V 


alone  that  saved  them  and  their  lives  were 
to  reflect  that  truth.  Moses  had  the  same 
oonveiyion  with  the  wflderaess  genera¬ 
tion  (Lfeuteronomy  30).  Moses  wanted  Ins 
peo^  to  know  that  as  they  were  enteriiw 
the  Ptooiised  Land,  their  relationship  wto 
God  look  priocily  cm-  sB  others.  Haggai 
was  saying  the  nme  to  hk  people  now^t 
they  were  oack  in  that  same  land.  God  had 
savw  them.  They  needed  to  live  that  truth 
and  pass  that 
information 
down  to  the 
next  genera¬ 
tion.  He  de¬ 
served  the 
best  of  thdr 
lives.  What 
was  good  for 
Moses’  peo¬ 
ple  was  good 
for  Haggai’s 

peopk’  and  rings  tnie  fir  helicveis  tixby . 

Replacing  God  prenes  custh  ( 1 :9- 1 1 ) 

T  Ri  w-fiat  grace  we  often  forfeit,  oh  what 
needless  pain  we  bear,“  says  the  old  hwmi, 
ILik  was  true  fa-  I  layai's  people.  They 
spent  their  energy  on  tfimsehes.  Their  fte 
cus  was  iiiwairi.  Lat  h  day  wa;  spent  mak¬ 
ing  their  lives  better.  TlK-re  simply  was  no 
rtxHii  left  ftir  Goil  aixl  (axl  oxikl  ixX  k-t 
that  staixL  Verses  10-11  are  painhiBv  ck-ar. 
There  k  ixi  rain  and  rxi  poxlute.  dnxiglit 
has  rrippled  the  land  and  it  was  Ikxl  s  do¬ 
ing.  He  brought  the  ralainrtv  to  His  peopfe. 
IXx*  that  prove  God  to  be  hateful?  No,  just 
the  opposite.  .X  loving  parent  ikx-s  whatev¬ 
er  is  neccssarv  to  keep  their  children  from 


hann  even  if  the  solution  k  momentarily 
painful.  We  lose  peace  wh-n  our  eyes  are 
ofTGod. 

Following  God  returns  Ueaaings 

Imagmr  thk;  a  wayward  oountzy  haa 
turned  from  God.  There  k  no  sign  of  God's 
influence  on  the  peopfe  whatsoever.  God 
sends  a  messenger  preaching  repentance. 

the  feaders 
of  that  na- 
tkm  lead  the 
way  in  turn¬ 
ing  hack  to 
God  and  the 
people  follow 
suit.  revival 
of  .sorts  be- 
gias  because 
God’s  mes-  • 
sage  Ls  heard 
and  believed  from  government  leaders  to 
aveiage  ritizeas.  ImpiK.sible,  right? 

Yet  this  is  precistw  what  occurs  in  Hag- 
jtai’s  dity.  Zcrubhabel  was  the  gtm-mnieirt 
leader  while  .Joshua  wa.s  the  spiritual 
leader.  Both  take  (kxl’s  mtss^c  to  heart 
arxl  obey.  The  people  fail  into  line  behind 
them  aixl  t'axl is  brixight  Iviek  to  the  fore 
fninl  of  tlie  iiatioii  His  temple  Iscfxnplet- 
pvl  in  splendor 

live  It  Out 

\yhat  of  us?  VVKit  of  i«ir  natxxi?  It  ixtr 
tiDeis  what  vw  have  just  reacL  As  tixs  tlx-ir 
rteoncUiatjon  with  tfod  that  we  liesperatelv 
neevl.  Tw-ke  the  [veople  an  askevi  to  “Ccxi- 
skkT  WHIT  ways.^  (vs.  'jb,  -Tb)  Ihfy  wen- 


chaDera^  to  think  about  what  they  are  do- 
ingandwhatneededtobedonetorepiiori- 
tiae  thefr  nation  under  God. 

At  thk  mcment,  we  aD  can  cunwlei  oua 
ways  under  God.  CKir  nation  needs  Jema 
md  wfaDe  He  may  not  be  ftxmd  in  Wasb- 
fogton.  D.C  or  HoBywood,  the  auaffao  m 
if  He  is  found  in  your  heart,  life,  mmife  and 
church?  Haggai’s  message  must  be  heard 
by  believeis  today 

Anthontt  is  director  of  the  Collahora- 
tiite  MissHmnry  .Wetnstrk,  Offtml^Ho/ly 
liprings. 

Clarificatioii 

tn  the  Sunday  School  lesson  i  wrote  for 
the  June  22  issue  of  The  Baptist  Record. 

I  made  a  statemeni  oor>cefTw>g  Jesus 
not  beir>g  our  examfite  to  live  by  I  need 
to  danfy  those  wo^  Simply  pjl.  the 
thought  that  was  vi  my  head  came  out 
wrong  in  my  artide  Jesus  is  most  cer¬ 
tainly  our  pedect  example  toward  which 
to  strive  each  ar>d  ^ery  day  My  head 
was  thnkir>g  that  because  of  my  sirf 
I  could  ne^r  Irve  up  to  that  perfection 
ffi  Christ  In  short,  my  words  came  out 
vMong  and  may  have  been  confusing  to 
our  readers  My  heartfelt  apologies  for 
that  rtusstatemenl  My  prayer  is  that  this 
section  of  The  Baptist  Record  will  .edify 
our  churches  as  we  alt  strive  to  follow  Je¬ 
sus  example  for  daily  living  and  spread 
H&  Good  News  of  salvation  to  all  people 
everywhere  ^ 

—  Clay  Anthony 


marriage 

otnt.  /torn  p.  1 

frx  same  aex  oaupfes. 
riTfraalanta  opinar  gay 
flOH  to  44X,  aoennSag 


The  Few  Rexeanh  Center, 
baaed  in  Wa-shingtoii.  D.C..  k 
described  on  the  organization’s 
web  site  as,  “a  nonpartisan  tart 
tank  that  informs  the  public 
about  the  iasurs.  attitudes,  ami 
trends  'shaping  America  and 
the  worid’ 


.'vame  sex  marriage  continues 
to  gain  traction  globally,  with 
G«-rmany  cotuskfei^  next  in  line 
to  legalize  the  practice. 

Nearly  775  million  people  now 
live  in  countries  where  same  sex 
iruuriagr  k  legal,  Auatraha'a  Spe¬ 
cial  Bioadcaxting  Service  fSK) 


news  reportixl  Jtme  i.  Sana-  sex 
marriage  k  legal  in  22  countries 
and  k  slated  to  heeome  legal  in 
Taiwan  no  later  than  20  iq  under 
court  order,  SBS  said. 

In  addition  to  the  lt.S.,  same 
sex  couples  can  legally  matrv 
10  Argentina.  Beigkiin,  Braal 


C'anad-i,  (oliimhia,  Denmark, 
Finiand.  France,  Greenland. 
Ireland,  Ireland,  Uixemhiigc 
The  Nethc-rlands,  New  'Aealana 
Norway,  Portugal,  South  Africa, 
.Spain,  .Sweden,  United  Kingdom 
(excluding  Northeni  Ireland), 
and  Uruguay 


Tie  lAPnsT  Rktoud  July  13.  2017 
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Th.  fW,  .nd  GA.  o»  nnST  GHOHCH.  CHITOHA.  want  ^  . 

trip  to  Baptiw  Chadr«>»  VMIag^in^A*^^ 

pfOMntod  th*  hom*  with  th«  moopy  th«y  ipcpivpd  during  Vdcption 
Bibi*  School.  MitchpH  Smith,  pa*tor. 


Just  for  the  Record 


In  othnr  Church 
News:  ,  ^ 

>  Salom  Church,  Lafc*. 
U  hodting  the  McKamey*  in 
concert  July  ts,  7  P  «n- 

>  DdSoto  Church, 
OeSoto,  collected 
$1537.87  in  VBS  Malaysia 
Loni^uae  offerings  to 
purenase  building  mate¬ 
rials  needed  to  build  an 


sions  win  send  volunteer 
construedoD  teams  to 
provide  the  labor  alongside 
Malaysian  families. 


FAIR  Rn/ER  CHURCH,  BROOKHAVEN,  recendv  honored 
their  high  school  graduates .  Shown  are  pastor  Jay  Anderson. 
Caasy  Swwiey.  Marie*  Francos,  Trevor  Freeman,  and  youth  pastor/ 
music  ministaf  Ttm  Johnson. 


f 


cwrrni  mux  church,  mairm-tow. 

laoognized  graduating  high  school  seniors  with 
a  BUM  Mey  7.  Shown  at*  Ethen  Fower.  Kayiaa 
jemigan,  end  Colby  Senilefa 


CCNTSR  CHURCH,  ATTAtA  COUNTY, 
darheated  their  new  fedowstsp  he*  Jor>*  It. 
Stmwn  are  MichaH*  Muirhaad.  prwtor  Jatfary 
Hutchiaon.  and  Cheryi  Petth 


The  youth  of  IRl.  OUVE  CHURCH,  TIP-  CALVARY  CHURCH,  ROQUE  CHITTO,  ree- 
PAM  COUNTY,  war*  chaSenged  10  paNil  BrbI*  ognixed  coMeg*  graduate  Kjyli*  Ctoeby  eno  high 
scenes  on  a  truck.  echooi  grarfuata  Grate  Leak* 


Members  snd  friends  of  POPLAR  FLAT  CHURCH.  LOUISVILLE,  lecentfy  visrted  the  Ark  En¬ 
counter  arid  Creation  Museum  in  KarSucky 


FBIST  church.  KOSCIUSKO,  ordained  Boan  Adam*  and  Ed 

Nov^nan  aa  rrwiistrw  of  Ifw  goapel  Jur«  26  SiKwm  are  A^ 

Laigh  Adama.  paaior  Barry  Corbatt,  Gayte  N^Mnan.  and  Haiuman 
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